DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

last in the world that the Queen would accept.  " You
will recollect [he said] that our beloved Angel gave
me at all times his confidence, that we rarely differed.
Whenever you have the slightest desire I am always
at hand to aid you.    I have been intimately con-
nected with the country, when, with the exception
of a few ancients, none of the present people were, as
it were, in existence or known of.    I have for near
half a century been a steady and devoted friend  of
the country, never taking the slightest advantage of
anything  for  myself,   or  for  any  vanity,   however
trifling."1

But it was not that that the Queen wanted. She
knew her husband's mind better than anybody and
needed no interpreter of it : and (as she had expressed
herself before, when she ascended the throne) she and
her Ministers could manage the affairs of the realm
without the aid of Uncle Leopold's advice, even
though it was based on such extensive experience.

The Queen at once took in hand what she regarded
as a sacred and immediate duty, namely to follow
out the plans which the Prince Consort had made for
his children. The first of these was the foreign
tour that he had arranged for the Prince of Wales.
He had sketched out the programme for this with
the Prince's Governor, General Bruce. Certain fetes
and entertainments must now be cancelled owing
to the Prince's deep mourning, and, since this was
to be a long absence, General Bruce was instructed
to keep the thought of Princess Alexandra constantly
before him. The party, with Dr. A. P. Stanley as

1 Ibid., II, i, p, 26.
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